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State of Wisconsin

GARY R. GEORGE
SENATOR

November 9, 1999

The Honorable Joanne Huelsman
State Senator

Room 5 South, State Capitol
Madison, WL

Dear Senator Huelsman:

Thank you for writing to me to request a hearing on Assembly Bill 335, relating to allowing
municipal courts to hold refusal hearings for municipal OWI offenses. Ihave received a similar
request from Representative Dan Vrakas. Iintend to schedule a hearing on this bill in the near
future.

Thank you for your explanation regarding why you think this legislation is needed. It will be
helpful to our committee’s understanding of the i§sues involved.

Thank you again for contacting me about this legislation. If you have any questions or if I may
be of assistance to you in any way, please do not hesitate to contact my office.

P.O. Box 7882, Madison, Wisconsin 53707-7882; 608/267-9695



Daniel P. Vrakas

Wisconsin State Representative

Majority Caucus Chair
Chair: Assembly Committee on Labor & Employment

Assembly Chair: Joint Survey Committee on
Retirement Systems

November 2, 1999

State Senator Gary George
118 South, State Capitol
Madison, WI 53707

Dear 56}2‘61‘ €0

Assembly Bill (AB) 335 was recently passed on a voice vote by the
Assembly and was referred to the Senate Judiciary and Consumer
Affairs Committee, which you chair. I am requesting that you hold a
hearing on the bill at your earliest convenience.

I introduced AB 335 at the request of the Wisconsin Municipal Judges
Association to allow municipal courts to hold refusal hearings for
municipal OWI offenses. Current law states that a refusal hearing for
a municipal OWI must be heard before the circuit court. As a result,
there are two different courts handling the same case. Passage of AB
335 would save time and money and lessen confusion between the
two court systems.

Thank you in advance for your consideration of this request. If you
have any questions, please feel free to contact me.

Singerely,

Dan Yrakas L3t wA
State Representative

33" Assembly District

P.O. Box 8953 » Madison, Wisconsin 53708-8933
Office: (608) 266-3007 » Residence: (414) 367-5201
Toll-Free: 1 (888) 529-0033
Rep.Vrakas@legis.state.wi.us



Joanne B. Huelsman ___

WISCONSIN STATE SENATOR

TO: Senator Gary R. George

FROM: Senator Joanne B. Huels ;

DATE: 11/2/99

RE: AB 335 — Relating to allowing municipal courts to hold refusal hearings

I am writing to request that you schedule AB 335 on the Judiciary and Consumer Affairs agenda
for the next committee hearing to be held on 11/9/99.

Current law holds that if a person is cited for a first offense OWI municipal court violation and
refuses to submit to a BAC test, the OWI charge is held in municipal court while the refusal
hearing must be held in the county circuit court where the offense occurred. This bill allows the
municipal court to handle both proceedings.

STATE CAPITOL: P.O. Box 7882, Madison WI 53707-7882 « 608-266-2635 @
WAUKESHA: 235 W. Broadway, Suite 210, Waukesha Wi 53186-4832 « 414-521-5010 or 414-521-5165
Internet Address: http://badger.state.wi.us/agencies/wilis/senate/sen11/sen11.html ¢ E-mail: Sen.Huelsman @ legis.state. wi.us
Toll-free Legislative Hotline: 1-800-362-WISC (9472)
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GARY R. GEORGE
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